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Abstract          
  

In recent years Educational Data Mining (EDM) has emerged as a new field of research due to
the development of several statistical approaches to explore data in educational context.  One
such application of EDM is early prediction of student results.  This is necessary in higher
education for identifying the &quot;weak&quot; students so that some form of remediation may
be organized for them.  In this paper a set of attributes are first defined for a group of students
majoring in Computer Science in some undergraduate colleges in Kolkata.  Since the numbers
of attributes are reasonably high, feature selection algorithms are applied on the data set to
reduce the number of features.  Five classes of Machine Learning Algorithm (MLA) are then
applied on this data set and it was found that the best results were obtained with the decision
tree class of algorithms.  It was also found that the prediction results obtained with this model
are comparable with other previously developed models. 
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